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Address:

MERCHANTS AND MECHANICS BANKS BUILDING

HISTORIC ARICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY BIBS No. HASS-6E3

ABs

: o MABS, -
56-62 lorth Weter Street (’ate? treet, between 3*NEBED
Hamilton end Rodman Streets), Hew Bedford,. A=

BTLSEOT County, Wassachusebis,

Pregent Cwmer: New Bedford Pishermen's Union, &2 Novrth Water

resent Oceunants: New Bedford

Street, New Bedford, Messachusetts.

shermen's Unlon, New Bedford

Figshermen'

74
g Welfare Fund, Sesfood Producers' Asso-
v 7
ciation, James

Lavrence Cotton Company.

Office bullding.

Brief Statement A commercisl building forming part of the old

T a4

of Sipnificance: weterfront district of New Bedford, designed

BT 1.  HI

by Russell Jerren in the form of a Greck Ionic
temple. : '

STORICAL INFORMATION

A, Physicel History

1.

W3

Original and subsequent owmers: North half built for
and owned by the Mechanics Bank; south half muilt for
and owned by the llerchants Bank. In the esrly 1890's
both banks roved out of the bLhuilding. Z?cnhoniﬁh ¥,
Pease, The Cenbtenery of the Merchents National Bank

(Wew Bedford, Lsssachusebbs, 1925}, pp. 27-28, 62, 64. 7
In recent vearﬂ the bulldlna has been cwned b3 the New /
Bedford Fishermen's Union.

bDate of ervection: Some time between 1831 and 1835. The
first record of ivs occupancy refers to g meeting in it
on October 5, 1835 fon. cit., p. 29._

frchitect, builders: Russell Warren, architect of the
vhole building. Robert Chase, builder of the north

helf; Dudley Davenport, bullder of the south halfl,

Bach ouner onployed & alfferent builder. :E? cit,

P. 28 /.

Originsl plans, construction; The entesis of the columns
on the north hall of the portico, and that of the columns
on the south holfl were established by different inter~
rretations of the formula, by their respective bullders.
Those on the north half were ruled orthodox by the
architect; the difference iz elight. During construction,
a delay of a year or two took place. /Pease, p. 28_/7.
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Notes on alterations and additions: #The interior .-
srpangements of the banks were similar and when one
bank, after the lapsge of years, installed sumptuous
finish and furnishirgs, the other han't made improve-
ments on & similar seale.! jjbidnJ7._ This dste wasg
not given, bub from the style of the first-floor
interiorg, it mey have been in the late 1860's or
1870's /from observetion_’. Two storm vestibules

were added at an undetermined date.

The second {loor anpears to have escaped this remodeling;
some. modern of'fice partitions have been instslied, how-
ever, ot an undetermined date.

One eolumn of the portico was demotﬁsh ¢ go ouu 1755 by

a bruek whlch smashed into the building Sinterview wlth

owners_/,

Imporbtant old views: 2n undated stereo pair, 3. F. Adams,
¥New Bedford, Messachusetts, photographer, is in the pos-
segeion of the New Bedford Iree Public Iibrery, showing
the bank signs in place; it was 1aken before 1890, there-
fore. Then all eight coluwmns were in place, there were
no storm vestibules, there was a small brick chimney near
the front on each side, and there was a flagpole mounted
on the apex of the nediment. The view is entitled:

"Foot of William Street, 0lé Bank Building,®

Likeiy Sources Not Ye+'1nvost?reted Tnelasgified paners
in the 0Olé Dartwou,h Historical Society, New Bedford,
¥assachusetils, might contain gsome information,

.—,u

frehitectural character: 4 monumental commercial build-
ing, in temple form, with much Greel Revival detsil re-
maining on the exterior and second story. Russell Warreu,

Condition of fabric: Sound structurally and zenerally
well maintained as to finish; some exterlor woodwork

B,
PART T7, ARCHITECTURAL IMFORMATION
4. General Statement
1,
srchitect.
2.
ig deteriorating,
B.

Technical Descripbion of Exterior

1.

Overall dimensions: Approximetely 72! Tfronbtage by 877
depth. The facade faces west, Two storiles,
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Foundasticns:  Granite ashlar, dressea finish.

Wall construction: The facade dis of smooth granite
ashlear. The other walls are brick, rather small and
herd (typical of early nineteenth century Hew Bedford
work), The pediment zable is of wood, with flush
board siding., 4 -brick partition wall, rumning ea
and west, divides Tthe bullding into uvo equal Uart“
up to the ridge of the roof. There is 2lso & urans—
verse brick partition,with gable, extending to the
roof, approximately 33' from the rear wall.

ci-

Porches: On the west facade is e monumentzl portico,
originally of eight wooden Greek Jonic ¢olwms, with
capitals resembling those of the Erechtheion., One
column ig now missing. The fleor is paved with sand-
stone and granite; granite Steps extend the length

of the portico,

Chimneys: One briclk chimney is now visible, above the
cornice, on the south wall near the west front; an old
photograph shows & similar one on the north wall, for-
merly. One brick chimney on the east end,

Openings:

a, Doorways and doors: Two main entrances on fronﬁ
at the corners, serving the first floor, and two
at the center of the front serving stelrways to-
the second floor. Simple masonry openings; doors
appear 1o be veplacements,

b. Windows, shutbers: Simple masonry openiugs, with
granite lintels and sills. Double hung sash,
three lights over six lights on second floor; old
photograph shows six lights over six lights on
first floor--present sash are replacements.

There are no shutters in plece now, but remains

found in attic epvear to be: (1) exterior paneled
shutters, (2} cxterior louvred shutiers, (3) interior
shutters.

Q. Storm vestibules were added av the two front cor-
ners at an undetermined date., In style they are
congigtent with the other exterior details.

a, Shape, covering: Cable roof of low piich; the
Sur?ace cannot be seen clearly from the sround.
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b. * Cornice: The emvablature of the portico~-(reek:

Ionie-~cerries slong the sides of the building
Cabout 52! asg e building cornice. The remaining
rear porbion hes the vpper third of the entabla=
“ture as cornice.  This is of wood, deteriorating
in some places, ' - '

C. Construction: ‘Trusses are gpacced about 14! on
centers; two oceur between front wall and trang-
verse partition., FPrincipel rafters and tie-beams
are 9 1,/2" x 12" in section, bearing on plete of
outgide wa11 and on central briek partition wall.
SA SR xw 13 vertical post or sbrut connecis them
at about mid-gpen. There ig & 7 172" x 7 1727
brace from the strut to the periition, the lower

cend joined Lo the tie-bheam with an iron strap and
bolte. There are two purlins, & 172" x 8 1/27,
Roof rafters are 3% x 5%, 30" on centers, covered
by wide sheathing boards.

Between the resr wall end ithe {ransverse wall, the
purling span the whole digtance, with the aid of
knee braces.

€. Teechnical Description of Imterior

1.

aller
one behind. Alteraiions al gn undetemained date, perhaps
c. 1870, substituted a wooden sereen for the original
dividing element.

Floor plang: First {loor: The building is divided into
halves down the middle; each side spparently consisted
of two roomg, & lavger one in front and & somewhal smal

2 oht enclosed stair-
interior hell.

ront portion,; &nd a

!_.-

Second floor: Rach helf hes s gt
way leading from the frond door &
There 1is a two~-room suite in the
gingle~-room in the rear,

LT
)
i)

f‘b

ia
C

F.
I

Bagement: Aeross the resr t
is a store or office sres; i 5
slope of the sitrect, down towerd the eagt

Flooring: & 3/4% bosrds appear in a second floor closed;
other areas ere covered with linolewm. Fir t floors ere
of ceramic iile, apparently of the late nine ueenth century,

1—4;

Wall and ceiling finish: Painted plaster. Vood lathing

ne
of ‘the second floor ceiling is visible, on 3% x 12" joists,

264 on centers,
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4. Doorways and doors: Some originel doors remain on the
 second floor; they have gix panels, with mouldings, &
horizontal one across the top, two vertical panels, &
horizontal panel, snd two neerly square at the botton.

Trim: Origingl door and window trim on the second floor
is of wood, wide, corner blocks ornamented with acanthus
. leaves, A wide beaseboard with mouldings appears typical.
Front rooms have a cornice, apparently plaster. ALl ordg-
inal trim on the first floor appears to have been replaced.

\h

Hardware: An iron or steel door, about 1.2Y thick, with
rivel heads, serves ez a fire-gafely door al an opening
petween the two halves of the second flecoi. A some~
what similer smell double door to & safe is located in
the middle office on the north side.

(o)}

In the second floor hall on the south side is 2 cast-
iron helicel stalr to the attic.

The date of these featurses ig not determined.

Second floor doors have mortice locks , and ere hung
with butts.

H-

5it
te sibe, to the didewalls; 1t “‘joins &

This bullding £ilis it
lding to the east. Streects ian this old

-,

tro—-story brick bu

[

}.J.

- water front business district are narrow. The wost front is

leocated almosgt on center with Williem S’tree't , and forma an
Limposing terminal Teature to vistas along that street.

Prepared by Herley J. licKec, hrchitect
Hationel Paxk Service
August 1061,



